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Source data: http://www.rsssf.com/engpaul/FLA/league.html

The top chart shows the points gap between the league 
winners and the 5th place teams and 10th place teams, 
between the 1987-88 and 2006-2007 seasons, calculated as a 
five year rolling average to even out any year-to-year blips.

The data here suggest that the Premiership started getting 
more uncompetitive around the turn of the cu=entury, or 
about three years after the Champions League was redesigned 
to suit the interests of the most successful clubs.

But the second chart tells a slightly different story. It uses the 
average League position of the FA Cup winner (again calculated 
over a five year rolling average) as a proxy for general levels of 
competitiveness. If the top tier is reasonably competitive, then 
teams further down will be as likely to win it as teams in the 
top four or five. The higher the number, the more competitive 
the league. (For clarity, no team from the second tier has won 
the Cup in the last 20 years, so there’s no distortion here 
because of that).   

This suggests that the league started getting less competitive 
earlier, from around 1994, which would be after a few years of 
the Sky money beginning to have an effect. And furthermore, 
despite the claims in the late 90s and thereabouts that that

How do we reconcile the two charts? More analysis would be 
required, but my hypothesis is that the 90s saw a concentration 
in the league (so a smaller number of teams featured in the top 
ten) as a result of the disproportionate monies going to the 
Premiership teams as against teams in Tier 2, but the points 
gaps didn’t increase. However, once the Champions’ League 
money was spread across the teams which regularly finished in 
the top three or four, bigger gaps started appearing between 
these teams and others in the league.
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